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surprised at the importance he attached to the incident,
but realised that in a political capacity he felt most
jealous of Moslem dignity. Evidently the sheikh thought
it a matter for the attention of the Prime Minister and
not in the first instance the journalist. We said good-
bye and he kept the contribution. While Labib and I
walked out he called after us ''Come again, my friends."

Within two days Moyeid appeared, containing a signed
Arabic version of my article. I learned that Sheikh
Ali Jussuf had decided not to cable the Cape authorities
direct but first to address the Colonial Secretary in
London, the Marquis of Crewe. From this diplomat
an answer arrived referring the Egyptian Premier to
Mr. Merriman, who at the moment headed the Cape
Cabinet. South Africa's statesman wired: "Regret to
say such incidents occur/' All these messages were
printed in a footnote to my story.

Though the whole protest brought no results, it
proved successful as a newspaper stunt and, above all,
made me well-known in Cairo, The good effect was
heightened a little later when, after the termination of
the fasting month of Ramadan, Sheikh Ali Jussuf
invited me to a so-called "Khalifa dinner/* This
festive banquet is given to emphasise the conclusion of
the gloomy period. Numerous Mahomcdan intellec-
tuals had been asked to the Premier's mansion with its
Oriental garden. In a large hall we sat, not on divans,
but on chairs at ornamented tables. Before the begin-
ning of the feast our hands were washed by servants
who carried round brass ewers and basins. With small